EXTRACTS 

OF   LETTERS    AND    OTHER    WRITINGS 

OF    THE 

1822. 


From  William  Muff  of  Little  Horton,  near 
Bradford: — About  the  end  of  Summer,  1822,  John 
Wroe  said,  (his  work  as  a  leader  in  Israel  then  be- 
ing about  its  commencement,)  Any  one  who  was 
not  satisfied  that  his  Visitation  was  of  God,  might 
have  a  sign,  whereby  they  might  know  that  it  was — 
by  asking  of  God  in  Prayer  for  the  same  for  three 
successive  nights,  and  which  might  be  any  thing 
they  might  feel  inclined  to  ask  for.  On  this 
Dennis  Jardeen,  a  Tailor  in  Market  Street,  Brad- 
ford, who,  having  a  daughter  about  the  age  of  four- 
teen, far  gone  in  a  decline — asked,  according  to  the 
foregoing  directions  for  her  to  be  restored  to  health; 
on  the  morning  following  the  first  time  of  asking, 
it  was  perceived  she  had  altered  for  the  better;  the 
second  morning,  better  still;  and  the  third  morning 
it  was  concluded,  she  was  restored  to  perfect  health. 
( She  continued  in  the  enjoyment  of  good  health 
for  two  years  following,  when  her  father  gave  up 
his  faith  in  said  Visitation,  and  shortly  aifter  she 
died.) 

On  the  8th  of  the  94h  month,  1822,  John  Wroe 
and  a  number  of  friends,  visited,  and  prayed  with 
Martha  Muff,  wife  of  Samuel  Muff,  of  Whibsey 
Bank  Foot,  near  Bradford,  who  was  (as  she  had 
done  for  about  two  years  previously)  enduring  great 
great  bodily  affliction,  (not  having  In  the  whole  of 
the  abovementioned  period  enjoyed  health  a  single 
day,)  John  Wroe  declared  she  would  be  healed 
from  that  very  hour — and  it  turned  out  accordingly. 
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From  Samuel  Walker: —  about  the  9th  month, 
1822,  John  Wroe  introduced  the  subject  of  his 
Visitation  to  a  body  of  people  meeting  at  Idle — 
they  declined  having  any  thing  to  do  with  it.  Soon 
after  this  he  sent  Samuel  Walker  on  the  same  sub- 
ject, and  instructed  him  to  direct  their  committee  to 
retire  into  a  room  and  consult,  and  agree  either  to 
receive  his  Visitation  or  reject  it,  at  the  same  time 
he  put  in  the  possession  of  the  said  Samuel  Walker 
a  sealed  letter,  declaring  that  the  decision  would  be 
to  receive  it,  but  with  a  charge  not  to  make  this 
known  unto  them  until  they  had  verified  it — but  was 
after  they  had  retired  to  consult,  to  make  it  known 
to  a  certain  mabi,  and  also  give  him  the  letter,  and 
direct  him  to  give  it  to  the  Committee  after  they 
came  out  of  the  room.  Upon  these  directions  all 
the  different  parties  acted — and  the  committee  on 
openhig  the  letter  and  finding  in  it  a  declaration  of 
the  conclusion  to  which  they  had  come,  were  high- 
ly satisfied. 

From  William  MufF.  In  the  10th  month,  1822, 
John  Wroe  directed  the  Committee  of  the  Society 
who  had  received  his  Visitation,  at  Bradford,  to 
w  rite  to  the  believers  in  the  Visitation  to  George 
Turner,  in  the  different  parts  of  the  kingdom,  and 
inform  them  how  the  Lord  w^as  carrying  on  his 
work,  and  to  desire  each  body  to  send  one  or  two 
of  their  Committee  to  Bradford,  to  be  witnesses  to 
their  brethren.  Those  at  Sheffield  and  Stockport 
returned  for  their  answer,  that  they  would  not  re- 
ceive the  Visitation  of  John  Wroe.  John  said, 
They  did  not  know  what  they  had  written;  for  the 
greatest  part  of  those  at  Sheffield  would  receive  it, 
(which  they  did,  in  the  sixth  month  of  the  following 
year,)  also  those  at  Stockport  would  do  the  same, 
but  not  so  many  as  at  Sheffield,  (which  took  place 
in  the  first  month  of  the  following  year.) 
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On  the  20th  of  the  11th  month,  1822:— Thomas 
Heap  and  Samuel  Entwistleof  Ashton,  visited  John 
Wroe  on  behalf  of  a  body  of  people  at  that  place : 
the  same  day  in  the  evening  they  heard  him  speak 
in  a  meeting,  in  Bradford.  The  following  day  they 
attended  him  at  the  house  of  John  Brunton ;  Ent- 
wistle  the  minister  of  the  bodv  on  whose  behalf  he 
was  there,  although  he  acknowledged  what  he  had 
heard  to  be  satisfactory,  said,  "It  would  be  better 
if  there  were  more  proofs  of  the  hand  of  God  be- 
ing with  John  Wroe,  by  way  of  signs."  John  said, 
in  answer  to  him — "There  will  be  a  sign,  and  you 
must  look  for  it  in  the  Newspapers  in  about  a  fort- 
night, it  will  make  the  ears  of  all  to  tingle."  And 
there  is  another  sign  for  you  (Entwistle,)  and  it  will 
be  ready  for  you  when  you  get  home,  and  it  will  be 
the  greatest  trial  to  you  that  you  ever  had  in  your 
life  and  you  will  take  your  bed  upon  it  and  seek 
death."  On  returning  to  Ashton,  he  found  that  his 
friends  had  during  his  absence  discovered  that  he 
had  been  carrying  on  an  adulterous  correspondence, 
w^hich  had  also  come  to  the  ears  of  his  wife — and 
he  acknowledged  it  to  be  the  greatest  trial  he  had 
bad  in  all  his  life,  and  also  took  his  bed  and  sought 
death.  As  a  fulfilment  of  the  former  sign,  about  a 
fortnight  after  its  date,  an  uncommonly  strong  wind 
arose,  and  to  such  a  height,  as  to  produce  general 
alarm,  and  also  destroyed  buildings  <&c.,  the  ac- 
counts of  which  were  inserted  in  the  Newspapers. 

From  Thomas  Mort,  of  Rowley,  near  Hudders- 
field: — In  Autumn,  1822,  John  Wroe  came  to  Al- 
mondbury,  near  Huddersfield,  where  he  preached  to 
the  public ;  a  man  named  William  Midgley  of 
Thorp,  abused  him  on  account  of  having  made 
some  blunders  in  his  preaching.  John  said  to  him, 
*' William,  Thou  ought  not  to  act  with  me  in  this 
manner,  I  have  enough  to  bear  without."  But 
Midgley  still  continued  his  abusive  language.    After 
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this  John  was  in  the  house  of  William  Farrand,  of 
Thorp,  into  which  Mid^ley  also  went,  and  abused 
him  again.  The  next  morning  John  was  in  the 
house  of  Thomas  Brook  of  Mold  Green,  where  I, 
Thomas  Mort,  went  and  saw  him,  and  he  said  to 
me,  ^^Now  Thomas,  I'll  give  thee  a  sign  from  the 
Lord:  thou  heard  how  that  man  abused  me  yester- 
day; for  which  he  shall  suffer  both  in  body  and 
soul.  And  thou  sees  the  state  he  is  in  in  unbelief; 
yet,  I  tell  thee  he  will  come  forward  and  join  the 
Visitation,  and  go  to  America."  I  called  to  see 
him,  and  told  him  that  John  Wroe  had  given  me 
a  sign,  that  though  he  was  in  that  state  of  unbelief, 
yet  he  would  come  forth  and  go  to  America.  He 
answered,  *^I  was  going  to  say.  That  is  impossible; 
but  with  God  all  things  are  possible;  but  such  a 
change  must  take  place  in  me  as  does  not  at 
present  appear  possible.  In  a  few  weeks  after  I 
beard  he  was  afflicted:  I  paid  him  another  visit,  and 
asked  him  how  he  was,  he  told  me,  "he  was  very 
poorly,  and  without  a  sudden  change  I  shall  not  be 
long  here.*"  Before  we  parted  he  said,  "  Now, 
Thomas,  thou  seest  the  state  of  the  outward  man; 
and  as  to  the  inward  man,  I'm  nothing  short  of 
hell."  However,  he  shortly  after,  joined  himself 
to  the  believers  in  John  Wroe's  Visitation.  [And 
one  year  after,  viz.  11th  month,  1823,  he  went  to 
America  to  preach  the  same,  but  before  beginning 
to  do  so,  lost  his  confidence  in  it,  and  returned 
home.  After  this  he  joined  the  Primitive  Me- 
thodists, and  soon  after,  died. 

About  the  end  of  the  11th  month,  1822,  John 
Wroe  having  expressed  his  determination  to  travel, 
as  a  Messenger  commissioned  of  heaven,  to  warn 
of  the  near  approach  of  the  kingdom  of  God — in 
obedience  to  commands  given  to  him,  was  solicited 
by  his  wife  to  abandon  doing  so,  from  the  consider- 
ation that  he  would  leave  her  and  three  small  child- 
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ren,  in  a  state  approaching  to  helplessness — he  was 
inclined  as  he  asserts  to  yield  lo  her,  on  this  he 
was  seized  by  an  inflammation  in  the  kidney?,  and  to 
such  an  extent,  that  the  Doctors  who  attended  him 
according  to  the  usual  expression,  "gave  him  up*" 
for  death;  he  declared  that  he  was  threatened  with 
the  same  by  the  Spirit  by  which  he  was  visited,  un- 
less he  proceeded  on  his  journey,  as  he  had  been 
before  commanded — which  he  renewed  his  deter- 
mination to  do,  and  to  which  also  his  wife  agreed, 
with  prayers  to  God  to  restore  him  to  health:  be 
however  continued  very  ill,  for  a  fortnight  or  more, 
and  till  within  two  or  three  days  of  the  time  when 
his  journey  was  to  commence. 

Ox\  the  14th  of  the  12th  month,  1822,  or  12  o'clock 
at  night  of  the  i3tb,  John  Wroe  having  spok- 
en regularly  to  a  body  of  people  at  Bradford  since 
the  latter  end  of  8th  mo.,  (and  most  of  whom  hav- 
ing become  believers  in  his  Visitation,)  by  command 
of  the  Spirit  held  a  meeting  in  the  room  occupied 
by  the  said  body,  at  the  above  mentioned  unusual 
hour :  extensive  notice  having  been  given  of  the 
same — it  was  numerously  attended  by  the  people  in 
its  vicinity,  and  by  indivduals  residing  at  distances 
of  from  two  or  three,  to  near  thirty  miles.  John 
was  still  in  a  very  weak  state,  but  according  to  his 
engagement,  stood  and  spoke  till  the  clock  struck 
two,  and  then  accompanied  by  William  Muff  of 
Little  Horton  went  to  Colne,  on  foot,  a  distance  of 
twenty  miles — but  he  had  scarcely  got  out  of  the 
meeting  room  before  he  was  surrounded  by  a  mob, 
amongst  whom  was  one  John  Stowell,  of  Little 
Horton,  to  whom  John  owed  a  little  money,  who 
laid  hold  of  him  by  the  throat,  and  demanded  of 
him  if  he  was  going  to  out-run  his  country,  and 
that  he  should  not  go  a  step  further  until  he  paid 
him  for  the  coals.  John  answered.  The  payment 
would  not  be  due  till  Christmas.     But  Stoweiicon- 
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tinued,  as  he  was  out-running  his  country  he  insist- 
ed on  having  it  then.  On  this  Joseph  Wroe  of 
Little  Horton,  a  cousin  of  John's,  came  up  and 
told  Stoweil,  if  he  would  hring  the  bill  to  him  he 
would  pay  him.  Stoweil  said,  he  would  bring  it 
next  morning,  but  did  not.  He,  (John,)  with  his 
companion  proceeded  on  his  journey,  followed  a- 
bout  a  mile  by  part  of  the  mob,  who  pelted  them 
with  stones  and  other  missives,  and  threatening  to 
kill  him;  but  turning  a  little  out  of  the  road,  they 
escape,  and  the  mob  lost  them;  John  however  re- 
ceived some  internal  injury  by  being  pushed,  and 
for  several  hours  was  unable  to  make  more  than 
a  mile  an  hour,  and  although  at  the  end  of  five 
miles  he  stopped  and  had  a  rest,  after  walking  eight 
more  was  obliged  to  stop  for  the  night,  which  he 
did,  at  a  house  near  Two  Laws  Bar,  rising  Camel 
cross  Moor,  but  his  companion  went  forward  to 
Colne.  The  meeting  at  Bradford  was  continued 
(day  and  night)  for  thirty  six  hours,  by  preachings 
praying,  and  singing. 

On  the  15th  of  the  12th  month,  1822,  John  Wroe 
arrived  at  the  house  of  Jonathan  Tillotson,  at  the 
south  skirt  of  the  hill  Noyna,  near  Colne,  where 
from  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  preceded  by 
William  Muft,  he  addressed  a  large  congregation  in 
the  open  air,  some  of  whom  laughed  at,  and  mock- 
ed him.  In  the  evening  he  addressed  the  society 
usually  meeting  at  the  house,  as  also  the  following 
evening — the  whole  of  which  gave  in  their  names 
as  believers  in  his  Visitation,  and  members  of  his 
Society.  The  evening  following  he  addressed  a 
number  of  people  at  Cragg,  about  a  mile  from  the 
place  before  mentioned,  and  on  Wednesday  the 
18th,  they  proceed  on  their  journey. 

On  Saturday  the  21st  they  attended  the  Jews'  Syn- 
agogue, at  Liverpool,  where  after  the  conclusion  of 
the  service,  John  began  to  speak;  the  Rabbi,  (who 
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knew  him  from  havinor  seen  him  there  three  years 
before,)  said  to  him,  "Well,  Wroe,  have  you  been 
dreaming  again ?'^  John  answered  that  he  had  not 
been  dreaming,  but  had  a  message  from  God  to 
them,  and  continuing  to  speak,  the  Rabbi  went  away, 
but  soon  returned,  and  reproved  the  people  for 
stopping  to  hear  such  a  man. 

They  then  proceeded  for  Ashton-under-Line,  and 
when  within  a  few  miles  of  that  place,  William 
Muff  was  taken  very  ill,  and  was  necesitated  to  re- 
turn home.  On  Wednesday  the  25th,  or  New 
Christmas  day,  John  arrived  at  Ashton— and  ad- 
dressed the  society,  to  whom  Entwistle  before  men- 
tioned, was  minister— Edward  Lees,  an  influential 
member  of  said  society,  speaks  as  follow^s,  ^^As  the 
friends  had  some  intimation  the  day  before  that  he 
would  be  there,  and  all  felt  themselves  more  or  less 
interested,  nearly  the  whole  assembled  at  the  Meet- 
ing-House upon  the  occasion.  His  appearance  at 
the  time  was  not  very  prepossessing.  He  came 
into  the  meeting  with  his  hat  upon  his  head — 
Was  very  poorly  atiired^ — spoke  very  indifferently, 
and  made  many  mistakes  and  blunders,  which,  coup- 
led with  the  reports  of  his  former  conduct,  had  at  lirst 
an  unfavourable  impression.  But  those  who  had 
learnt  that  God's  ways  were  not  as  man's  ways,  and 
that  he  chooses  the  base  and  foolish  thing's  of  this 
world  to  confound  the  wise,  were  willing  to  give  a 
patient  hearing,  and  to  judge  the  matter  delivered 
by  its  own  merits,  and  not  from  the  method  or  the 
appearance  of  the  speaker."  Nearly  the  whole  of 
the  Society  gave  their  names,  as  believers  in  his  Vi- 
sitation, and  members  of  his  Society. 

On  Thursday  the  26th,  he  went  to  Bury,  Samuel 
Entwistle,  at  the  request  of  some  of  the  friends, 
followed  him,  and  speaks  as  follows,  ^'I  went  direct 
from  Ashton  to  Bury,  and  arrived  there  in  the  even- 
ing a  few  hours  after  him,  (  knowing  w  here  to  find 
him,)   he  expressed   himself  glad  to   see  me,  and 
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said,  He  knew  that  T  should  follow  him:  and  im- 
mediatly  ^ave  up  all  his  nioney  into  my  possession. 
We  then  agreed  to  hold  a  meeting  of  the  friends, 
(believers  in  the  Visilation  to  George  Turner,)  and 
spent  two  or  three  hours  with  them  very  comfort- 
ably. 

Friday  the  27th,  we  purposed  going  by  the  coach 
to  Warringion,  but  found  all  the  coaches  were 
gone  for  that  day;  we  walked  to  Bolton,  thinking 
to  find  one  there,  but  were  disappointed ;  he  inform- 
ed me,  that  in  passing  through  Manchester,  (which 
he  did,  in  coming  from  Ashton,)  he  met  with  a  Je\p, 
w  hom  he  found  from  conversation  he  had  with  him  to 
be  the  Rabbi  at  that  place,  and  he  had  promised  lo 
wait  upon  him  on  Saturday:  so  in  the  evening  we 
went  by  the  boat  to  Manchester.  Opposite  to  us  in 
the  boat,  sat  two  Jews,  who  seemed  to  be  in  serious 
conversation;  I  could  not  understand  what  they 
said,  but  John  said.  He  could,  and  entered  into 
conversation  with  them,  particularly  with  one,  and 
both  of  them  seemed  to  be  much  struck  with  him. 
A  gentleman  in  the  boat  began  to  ridicule  them 
about  crucifying  our  Lord,  and  John  was  moved  to 
take  their  part,  and  he  told  him  the  Gentiles  had  no 
more  to  boast  of  than  the  Jews,  for  they  both  were 
partakers  of  his  blood ;  and  after  a  little  more  con- 
versation the  man  was  silent. 

On  Saturday  the  28th,  we  visited  the  Manchester 
friends,  (believing  in  the  Visitation  to  George  Tur- 
ner,) but  they  lifted  up  their  hands  against  John 
Wroe.  We  went  to  the  Jews'  Synagogue,  but 
found  their  meeting  was  over.  John  then  went  m- 
to  the  Rabbi's,  where  several  of  the  Jews  were. 
He  informed  them.  He  was  called  of  God,  as  Moses 
was,  out  of  the  fire,  to  warn  both  houses  of  Israel; 
but  at  the  same  time  to  declare  that  he  was  set  as  a 
stumbling  block  to  both.  They  seemed  to  be  much 
surprised,  both  with  his  appearance,  and  the  infor- 
mation  he  gave  them.     The  Rabbi  said,  he  must  at- 
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tend  there  on  Monday  morning,  and  he  vvould  give 
him  a  letter  of  address  to  the  chief  Rabbi  in  Lon- 
don; they  further  promised  him  that  they  would 
write  to  Bradford  to  inquire  into  the  truth  of  what 
he  said,  and  if  they  found  it  correct,  neither  he  nor 
his  family  should  want  any  thing.  We  then  return- 
ed to  Ashton. 

On  Monday  the  30tb,  we  went  to  the  Rabbi  again, 
but  a  great  change  appeared  to  have  taken  place  in 
his  mind,  and  John  could  get  nothing  satisfactory 
from  him,  only  he  wished  us  to  wait  on  some  of  the 
elders,  saying,  He  could  do  nothing  of  himself,  and 
gave  us  directions  to  two  or  three  of  them;  we 
went  to  their  houses,  only  saw  one,  and  it  was  to  no 
purpose.  We  then  proceeded  to  Warrington, 
where  we  arrived  that  evening,  and  met  many  of  the 
believers  in  the  Visitation,  (to  George  Turner,)  but 
their  leader  seemed  entirely  opposed  to  us;  but 
John  declared  there  was  a  seed  among  them.  The 
next  morning,  we  returned  to  Manchester,  and  from 
there  we  went  to  Halifax. 


The  reader  will  observe  that  the  character  taken 
by  John  Wroe,  is  that  of  a  Prophet,  and  from  that 
be  may  be  led  to  condemn  him  at  once  as  an  im- 
poster,  because  it  is  a  generally  established  opinion 
that  the  gift  of  prophecy  ceased  at  the  coming  of  the 
Son  of  God;  without  considering  the  meaning  of 
his  words,  "Think  not  that  lam  come  to  destroy 
the  law  or  the  prophets;  I  am  not  come  to  destroy, 
but  to  fulfil,"  Matt.  v.  17.  But  here  the  reader  may 
object  and  say — This  is  no  proof  that  prophets  were 
to  succeed  him  as  they  had  gone  before  him:  but 
we  answer,  yes;  because  the  words  of  the  prophets 
point  out  that  other  prophets  shall  arise,  at  a  time 
which  was  evidently  to  be  after  the  first  coming  of 
the  Messiah — but  immediately  before  his  second 
coming,  "And  it  siiall  come  to  pass  afterward,  (or 
as  Peter  renders  it.  In  the  latter  days,)  that  I  will 
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pour  out  my  Spirit  upon  all  flesh,  and  your  sons  and 
your  daughters  shall  prophesy;  your  old  men  shall 
dream  dreams,  your  young  men  shall  see  visions. 
And  also  upon  the  servants   and   the  handmaids  ia 
those  days  will  I  pour  out  my  spirit,"  Joel  ii.  28,29. 
"Before   the   great   and  terrible  day  of  the    Lord 
come,"  31.     Now  if  this  comes  not  to  pass,  he  de- 
stroys the  prophets  and  fulfils  them  not.     But  the 
reader  may  say,  this  was  fulfilled  at  the  day  of  Pen- 
tecost, to  the  twelve  Apostles,  for  Peter  declared  it, 
(Acts  ii.  16.)     But   we   answer.  No,  he  only  says, 
*^This  is   that  which  was    spoken    by  the    prophet 
Joel,"  for  was  the  Spirit  poured  upon  all  flesh?  yet 
it  was  a  beginning  of  the  fulfilment  of  the  words  of 
the  prophets,  which  Christ  came  to   fulfil,  shewing 
what  would  come  to  all  flesh  in  the  end.     But  no 
more  than  the  rising  sun  is  the  setting  sun  (although 
properly  speaking  it   is  so,)  no  more  was  the  be- 
ginning of  the  Spirit  being  then  poured  out  the  end- 
ing, for  it  to  be  poured  upon  all  flesh.     "  Surely  the 
Lord  God  will  do  nothing,  but  he  revealelh  his  se- 
crets unto  his  servants  the  prophets,"  Amos  iii.  7. 
"The  Lord  God  of  the  holy  prophets  sent  his  an- 
gels to    shew   unto  his  servants,  the    things    which 
must  shortly  be  done.     Behold   I  come  quickly," 
Revelation  xxii.  6.       We  are  corr.manded  to  desire 
to  prophesy,  and   are  told  the  reason,  "Desire  spi- 
ritual gifts,  but  rather  that  ye  may  prophesy.     He 
that  prophesieth  speaketh  unto  men  to  edification, 
and  exhortation,  and  comfort.     He  that  prophesieth 
edifieth  the  church.     I  would  that  ye  all  spake  with 
tongues,  but  rather  that  ye  all  prophesied.     For  ye 
may  all  prophesy  one   by  one,   that  all  may  learn, 
and  all  may  be  comforted.      Wherefore,  brethren, 
covet  to  prophesy,"'  1  Cor.  xiv.  1,  3,  4,  5,  39.     "Ask 
ve  of  the  Lord,  rain,  in  the  time  of  the  latter  rain ; 
so  the  Lord  shall  make   bright  clouds,   and   give 
them  showers  of  rain,   to    every   one   grass  in  the 
field,"  Zech.  x.  1.     "  Give  ear,  O  ye  heavens,  and 
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I  will  speak,  and  bear,  O  earth,  the  words  of  my 
mouth.  My  doctrine  shall  drop  as  the  rain,  my 
speech  shall  distill  as  the  dew,  as  the  small  rain  upon 
the  tender  herb,  and  as  the  showers  upon  the  grass," 
Deut.  xxxii.  1,  2.  We  are  told  also  how  long  it 
will  continue.  *^When  he  ascended  on  high,  he 
gave  gifts  unto  men;"  and  among  the  rest  of  the 
gifts,  "  he  gave  some  prophets.  For  the  perfecting 
of  the  saints,  for  the  work  of  the  ministry,  for  the 
edifying  of  the  body  of  Christ:  till  we  all  come  in 
the  unity  of  the  faith,  and  of  the  knowledge  of  the 
Son  of  God,  unto  a  perfect  man,  unto  the  measure 
of  the  stature  of  the  fulness  of  Christ,"  Ephesians 
iv.  1 — 13.  But  we  are  told  that  false  prophets  also 
shall  arise,  and  we  are  commanded  to  try  them,  and 
to  choose  the  good  and  refuse  the  evil,  ^^But  though 
we,  or  an  angel  from  heaven,  preach  any  other 
Gospel  unto  you,  than  that  which  we  have  preached 
unto  you,  let  him  be  accursed,"  Gal.  i.  8.  "The 
angels  which  kept  not  their  first  estate,  but  left  their 
own  habitation,  he  hath  reserved  in  everlasting 
chains  under  darkness  unto  the  judgment  of  the 
great  day,  Jude  6.  "Know  ye  not  that  ye  shall 
judge  angels?"  1  Cor.  vi.  3.  "Beloved,  believe  not 
every  spirit,  but  try  the  spirits  whether  they  are  of 
God ;  because  many  false  prophets  are  gone  out 
into  the  world.  Hereby  know  ye  the  Spirit  of  God, 
every  spirit  that  confesseth  that  Jesus  Christ  is  come 
in  the  flesh  is  of  God :  and  every  spirit  that  con- 
fesseth not  that  Jesus  Christ  is  come  in  the  flesh 
is  not  of  God:  and  this  is  that  spirit  of  anti- 
christ," ]  John  iv.  ] — 3.  ^^Quench  not  the  Spirit. 
Despise,  not  prophesyings.  Prove  all  things;  hold 
fast  that  which  is  good.  Abstain  from  all  appear- 
ance of  evil,"  1  Thess.  v.  19—22.  "Then  if  any 
man  shall  say  unto  you,  Lo,  here  is  Christ,  or  there; 
believe  it  not.  For  there  shall  arise  false  Christs 
and  false  prophets,  and  shall  shew  great  signs  and 
wonders;    insomuch  that  if   it  were  possible,  they 
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shall  deceive  the  very  elect,"  Matt.  xxiv.  23,  24. 
"Beware  of  false  prophets,  which  come  to  you  in 
sheep's  clothing",  but  inwardly  they  are  ravening 
wolves.  Ye  shall  know  them  by  their  fruit.  Do 
men  gather  grapes  of  thorns,  or  figs  of  thistles? 
even  so  every  good  tree  bringeth  forth  good  fruit ; 
but  a  corrupt  tree  bringeth  forth  evil  fruit,"  Matt.  vii. 
15 — 17.  "For  prophecy  came  not  in  old  time  by 
the  will  of  man:  but  holy  men  of  God  spake  as 
they  were  moved  by  the  Holy  Ghost,"  1  Peter  i.  21. 
"  But  there  were  false  prophets  also  among  the 
people,  even  as  there  shall  be  false  teachers  among 
you,  who  privily  shall  bring  in  damnable  heresies, 
even  denying  the  Lord  that  bought  them,"  1  Peter 
ii.  1.  "Be  mindful  of  the  words  which  were  spoken 
before  by  the  holy  prophets,  and  of  the  command- 
ment of  us  the  apostles  of  the  Lord  and  Saviour," 
1  Peter  iii.  2.  And  as  they  went  forth,  Jehoshaphat 
stood  and  said,  Hear  me,  O  Judah,  and  ye  inhabi- 
tants of  Jerusalem;  Believe  in  the  Lord  your  God, 
so  shall  ye  be  established;  believe  his  prophets,  so 
shall  ye  prosper,''  2  Chron.  xx.  20.  "  He  that  be- 
lieveth  on  me,  as  the  Scripture  hath  said,  out  of  his 
belly  shall  flow  rivers  of  living  water,"  John  vii.  38, 
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